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By JESSE McKINLEY

AN FRANCISCO typically
wows visitors with its heights
or its sights, The hills sear
themselves into memory after
afew up-and-down-and-up-

again cable car rides or punishing
walks. Then there are the vistas: the
sweeping views of the city, the post-
card-ready Victorians below Alamo
Square Park. But surrounding all of
that is the waterfront: miles of Pacific
Ocean coastline and the expansive nat-
ural harbor of San Francisco Bay. Once
a working industrial area with pockets

of outright blight, much of the city's wa- |

terfront has been polished into another
of its pleasures, Start exploring in the
east, south of the Bay Bridge, and loop
your way west to the Golden Gate and
then south to Ocean Beach. In one
weekend romp, you'll join San Francis-
cans in many of the places they love
best — and see what remains of their
city's maritime heart.
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©® Embarcadero Imbibing

Once home to a raised freeway — de-
molished after the 1989 Loma Prieta
earthquake — and long before that a
busy wharf area, the Embarcadero is
now one of San Francisco’s most invit-
ing Friday-night spots. Two inviting
places for a drink are Waterbar (399
Embarcadero; 415-284-9922; water-
barsf.com) and Epic Roasthouse (369
Embarcadero; 415-369-9955; epicroas-
thouse.com). Views of the Bay Bridge
are unbeatable at either, but oysters at
Waterbar (81 before 6 p.m.) can really
set the mood.

Presidio
Social Club

GEARY BLVT:
TuRK ALVD:

44

San Francisco

Efi\ (& Ui Califrnin, g
%

Forbes laland @) —n __p; 39

o
gAY ST o ﬁ'ﬁ,‘n SN FRANCISCO
g 2 2 R % AV BRIDGE
{ o Hotel Geiffon/ Vigie
| dotall | "
| gRpADWAY 1
gomarsT,  EpieRoashore—=5
£
% % Bike Hut/City Kayak &
“ ER AT&T Purks
o CHINA
& F BASIN

San Franeiseo,
I6TH ST Misslon Bay

THET @ @

MTHST

THE NEW YORK TIMES
MaAy 15, 2011



